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Oh my gosh. I made it to this swank ass Ho!fday Inn _and' lf“_ .
seems like we'll be eating two weeks of Western knock off
I got thermally probed coming off the airplane. (They check Jm
your temperature from a distance for swine flu-like sympfo'__j__'""_ " "
I rode in a cartoon monorail train. I almost died becavse 95 |
was backed up all ways north and could've missed my ﬂ? ight. \
So now I woke vp under this feather down Mdm&d‘ ﬂnd fQﬂfﬁ" 8 I'
like I'm starting a fever. Went on a first thing jmmf'fo MacDo’s J. . 1
where I had an entirely yellow meal. Covldnt order a )
pineapple pie because I didn’t know how. But I did manageto
gesture asking for a spoon. Passed a man selling an assc t

of Rubbick

“Y0U ARE WHAT Y0OU DO" S
"BUT IS [T SUSTAINABLE” SHIR

) B
Man wiping his small dogs ass on the street while afh v
practices trumpet from an open window. Almost !
but others continve to wipe their dogs

Slept like a rock. Big downy blanket. Ate raisin and or
yummy bread.” China makes me feel like T know !
I'm starting over, like a child. We went to the Mlnor

everyone. Running thru fAe museum chasing Mp
wandered off. Went to the Olympic complex. Si
motor car with techno powfng out of the back: He
you're going the wrong way!” as we begin to walk
expressway looking for the _

oA &E _L



God i1 got pretty at night. #ter ea'h'n.y that crazy meal. So tired from
Walking. Pointing 1o the menu. Potato ices Yogurt fruits oooh +hey have
mashed potatoes! T he corn Was some kind of deep fried and on a doily . #nd
we mana.ged 1o get a non— Smokey . T hen We Walk Walk Walked araund

1ry ingtofind a cap Who'd take us ana’ understood.

Chen Cherry took a dus +hree hours both Wa¥s 1o see us. We Went 1o the
drum toWer and bell +oWer and fu museum (Prince Gong’s palace). 10,000
fu'sl (Blessings) I rupped China's £irst fu and may have received a plessing.
Cherry s$adly Wants a car So She doesnt have 1o ride a pus for s/x hours.
L’'ve eaten cornevery day Ssofar. I1's peen adifferent Wa L each time.

Now L'm Watching The Funky Monkey Pasbies concert on
Lam spy m.y on X/ an out the WmdoW I+'s 10 o dack at night and L sWear

Some guy /S outthere filling in potholes. Xi'an is in a state of disrepair and
/1 feels S0 C hinese. T he cop /s Showing of ¥ his taser. L am not kidding. T his
morning in Pe/ jing There Was a Yellow WW. L noticed i1 pecause t+here Were

Stuff ed ammal.s' on the dashs a Ming Ming. Ln+he pack Wmdolv Was a poodle—
with 1L also SaW a bum per sticker ‘WKitty inCar’ (Hello
KrH-g ) I Ie{' 'f- Pad alone in t+he terminal and When L came back he had a
sorall crowd gathered. T hey all turned and smiiled at me When

L camre up.
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Earth. It leaves me with the feeling that even Bejiing is ::f":-"'" _
incredibly small in the grand scheme of things. Agiriaf | NECEESSINE
the Pizza Hut spilled her glass on herself and | handed her AR
my napkin. And she put both fingers on her pudgy cheeks WA
and smiled and said: Happeeeee! It was the cufest
damned thing and | want a baby so bad at moments like
these. A telescope....on a bike....imagine that. (See back
cover,) '
Discovering your weaknesses makes you sironger. Big
ducks leave a big wake and smaill ducks leave a small
wake buf each must paddie fo the get ifself fo the other
side of the pond. Even if a beggar is nof reaily crippled, \
the thought is sfill the same. Wondering around the

Muslim quarter, cartilage and skulls in the sun with flies on
them. Unloading raw meat from the back of a van.
Wainufs spinning in a mixing machine. Poor dead Michael
Jackson abounds. Went info an arcade. They had Hello
Kitly toasters at the redemption counter. If's amusing how

| fake pictures of every animal or Helfo Kitly that | see.
Chickens and birds in cages. Some kind of skin or animal
fat in the back of a carf drawn by a bicycle. Wanderéed
info a Taoist temple. People selling bells and other refi-
gious products furns my sfomach. KFC on every

made up fo look like a femple.

They use branches from frees fo make Iive trees grow siraight.
Be feariess when you must. There is nothing quife ke the
sight of my mother, bound and defermined to gef some
answers, marching up fo the fourist info booth. 'She puts
her toilet paper down on the counter and begins fo infer-
rogafemegw.mwmmdowegefm?Howmumqoes
if cost? Where do we gef on ai? Is there more th one
Easquzm?Does#godJredlyfhereordoesq
lafebaconmmyspogrremrodaysmynplam
make me happy: Do nof be ashamed of thaf.

In my mind, every Chinese person is saying “she needs fo
buy a bra” or ‘American girls must notf shave their legs.” |
find myself glancing fo the leff or right and being relieved
that it is only a mannequin and not a person sfaring at '
me. Once it happened with a stuffed panda bear. | saw
phone store employees parficipating in group exercise
this morning before the sfore opened. | saw a broke down
#mnepaﬂcMaybeﬂ‘goes:.pangMAmanblewmea
kissandfgashxedhacﬁ#mymemfanm
for more than kissing. Behgonmyaﬂovara'eoﬂon;
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WE WOULD
NOT FACE
SEEING OUR
FANTASIES
ABOUY
WHAT WE
HOPED T0
FIND
DIMINISHED
TO WHAT
WE KNEW WE
WOULD
GOD HAVE TO

¢ TAKE.

AM

HOT IN PURSUIT OF
in big black letters. Last Genuine Ameri- THE m‘;L]sn
o the mail, Are you kidding me capitar IPORIS LESSING
ism? Chairman Mao alarm clock in the [

antiques market, like he’s a superhero?
What’s next Mao underoos? |

(BACON AND EGES PIZZH)

China makes me feel like the following
painting: two huge mountain cliffs, ¥
black, detailed splendor. Impossible to ‘
understand or know. Tiny tiny as if not (e
even part of the image: three men in full EEN 88/
color in a boat sharing the experience,
gazing up at the cliffs. > L6
secret. Does this negate all the beauty

in it?






	cover.pdf
	China1.pdf
	China2.pdf
	china3.pdf
	china4.pdf
	chinaback.pdf

